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SPEECH 


OF 


HON.  T.  B.  YAN  BUREN, 


BILL  TO  RATIFY  THE  AMENDMENT 
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CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


PROHIBITING   SLAVERY. 


In  the  New  York  House  of  Assembly,  March  1-5,  1865. 
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SPEECH. 


Mr,  Chaieman: 

Twenty-three  years  ago,  in  the  House  of  Delegates  of  the 
State  of  Yirginia,  the  following  language  was  held  by  a  then 
prominent  and  inflnential  member  of  that  body : 

"  Slavery  is  an  institution  which  presses  heavily  against  the  best 
interests  df  the  State.  It  banishes  free  white  labor  ;  it  exterminates 
the  mechanic^  the  artisan^  the  manufacturer.  It  deprives  them  of 
bread.  It  converts  the  energy  of  a  community  into  indolence  —  its 
power  into  imbecility,  its  efficiency  into  weakness. 

"  Sir,  being  thus  injurious,  have  we  not  a  right  to  demand  its 
extermination?  Shall  society  suffer  that  we  slaveholders  may 
continue  to  gather  our  crop  of  human  flesh  ?  What  is  the  slave- 
holder's mere  pecuniary  claim  compared  with  the  great  interests 
of  the  common  weal  ?  Must  the  country  languish,  droop,  die, 
that  the  slaveholder,  may  flourish  ?  Shall  all  interests  be  sub- 
servient to  one;  all  rights  subordinate  to  those  of  the  slave- 
holder ?  Has  not  the  mechanic,  have  not  the  middle  classes  their 
rights  ?  Rights  incompatible  with  the  existence  of  slavery  ? 
Sir,  I  am  gratified  to  perceive  that  no  gentleman  has  yet  risen, 
in  this  hall,  the  avowed  advocate  of  slavery.  I  even  regret,  sir, 
that  we  should  find  those  among  us  who  enter  the  list  of  dis- 
cussion as  its  apologists. 

"  Sir,  if  there  be  one  who  concurs  with  the  gentleman  from 
Brunswick  county,  in  the  '  harmless  character '  of  this  institu- 
tion, let  me  request  him  to  compare  the  condition  of  the  slave- 
holding  portion  of  this  state,  barren,  desolate  o/nd  seared,  as  if 
were  by  the  o/venging  hand  of  heaven,  with  the  descriptions 
which  "we  have  of  this  same  country  from  those  who  first  broke 
its  virgin  soil.  To  what  is  this  change  ascribable  ?  Alone  to  th6 
withering  a/nd  blastAng  effects  of  sla/oery. 

"  Sir,  if  this  does  not  satisfy  him,  let  me  request  him  to  extend 
his  travels  to  the  northern  states  of  this  Union,  and  beg  him  to 
contrast  the  happiness  and  contentment  which  prevail  through- 


out  that  portion  of  our  country  —  tlie  busy  and  cheerful  sound 
of  industry  —  the  rapid  and  swelling  growth  of  their  popula- 
tion—  their  means  and  institutions  of  education  —  their  skill' 
and  proficiency  in  the  useful  arts  —  their  enterprise  and  public 
spirit  —  tha  monuments  of  their  commercial  and  manufacturing 
industry. 

"  To  what,  sir,  is  all  this  ascribable  ?  To  that  vice  in  the  organ- 
ization of  society  by  which  one  half  of  its  inhabitants  are  arrayed 
in  interest  and  feeling  against  the  other  half;  to  that  unfortii- 
nate  state  of  society  in  which  freemen  regard  labor  as  disgrace- 
ful, and.  slaves  shrink  from  it  as  a  burden  tyrannically  imposed 
upon  them  ;  to  that  condition  of  things  in  lohich  one-half  of  the 
popuVation  of  the  state  can  feel  no  sympathy  with  the  society,  in 
the  prosperity  of  which  they  ate  forhidden  to  participate,  and  no 
attachment  to  a  government  at  whose  hands  they  receive  nothing 
hut  injustice. 

"  If  this  should  not  be  sufficient,  and  the  curious  and  incredu- 
lous inquirer  should  suggest '  that  the  contrast  which  has  been 
adverted  to,  and  which  is  so  manifest,  might  be  traced  to  a  dif- 
ference of  climate  or  other  causes,  distinct  from  slavery  itself, 
permit  me  to  refer  him  to  the  two  States  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio, 
iN'o  difference  of  soil,  no  diversity  of  climate,  no  diversity  in  the 
original  settlement  of  those  two  states,  can  account  for  the 
remarkable  disproportion  in  the  national  advancement. 

"  Separated  by  a  river  alone,  they  seem  to  have  been  purposely 
and  providentially  designed  to  exhibit  in  their  future  histories 
the  difference  which  necessarily  results  from  a  country  free  from 
and  a  country  afflicted  with  the  curse  of  slavery.  The  same  may 
be  said  of  the  two  States  of  Missouri  and  Illinois,  Wliat,  sir, 
have  yoic  lived  for  two  hundred  years  without  jyersonal  effort  or 
productive  industry,  in  extravagance  and  indolence,  sustained 
alone  Tjy  the  returns  from  the  sales  of  the  increase  of  slaves,  and 
retaining  such  a  number  as  your  now  impoverished  lands  can 
stistain  as  stock  .^" 

"  Sir,"  said  another,  "  Yirgmia  is  withering  under  the  leprosy 
which  is  piercing  her  to  the^eart.  Proud  as  are  the  names 
for  intellect  and  patriotism  which  enrich  the  volumes  of  our- 
history,  and  reverentially  as  we  turn  to  them  at  this  period  of 
waning  reputation  —  that  name — that  man  above  all  parallel 
would  have  been  chief  who  could  have  blotted  out  this  curse 
from  his  countT^y^ 


Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  tliis  institution,  tlius  denounced  by  those 
who  understand  it  so  well,  that  we  are  called  upon  by  our  votes 
to  exterminate  from  the  land.  Look  at  it  in  any  light  we  will— 
regard  it  in  its  character,  its  influence,  its  results  —  we  find  it 
without  excuse,  a  burning  disgrace  upon  our  reputation  as  a 
nation,  and  a  moral  cm-se  in  all  its  relations.  We  search  history 
in  vain  for  its  parallel.  It  stands  alone  in  its  barbarity,  with  its 
code  of  monstrous  enactments,  its  legal  and  actual  atrocities, 
its  corrupting  and  debasing  influences. 

The  bondage  which  has  at  times  existed  in  other  countries  has 
been  held  in  check  by  salutary  laws,  and  rights  have  been 
secured  to  the  bondman  which  masters  were  bound  to  regard. 

It  has  been  reserved  for  the  enlightened  people  of  this  free  and 
Christian  nation,  standing  beneath  the  blaze  of  modern  civiliza- 
tion and  Christianity,  to  enact  a  system  of  laws  by  which  slaves 
are,  in  effect,  deprived  of  all  "rights  which  white  men  are 
bound  to  respect,"  and  are  given  over  to  unbridled  cruelty, 
avarice  and  lust. 

I  appeal  to  the  statutes  of  the  slave  states,  and,  in  answer  to 
•the  usual  platitude  that  slaves  are  often  kindly  treated  and  well 
cared  for,  I  reply  by  pointing  you  to  the  following  laws  of  South 
Carolina,  Virginia  and  other  states,  and  asseverate  that  while  a 
few  may  be  found  whose  natm'al  kindness  of  heart  may  lead 
them  to  acts  of  charity  and  good  will,  it  is  an  axiom  that  men 
will  be  no  better  than  their  laws,  and  that  the  mass  of  slave 
owners  and  slave  drivers  abate  no  item  of  their  legal  privileges. 

"Whereas,  the  having  of  slaves  taught  to  write,  or  suffering  them 
to  be  employed  iu  writing,  may  be  attended  with  great  inconve- 
niences ;  Be  it  enacted,  That'  all  and  every  person  and  persons 
whatsoever,  who  shall  hereafter  teach,  or  cause  any  slave  or  slaves 
to  be  taught  to  write,  or  shall  vise  and  employ  any  slave  as  a  scribe, 
in  any  manner  of  writing  whatsoever,  hereafter  taught  to  write, 
every  such  j^erson  or  persons  shall,  for  every  such  offense,  forfeit  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  current  money."  (2d  Brevard's  Digest, 
243,  Laws  of  South  Carolina.) 

A  similar  law  exists  in  Georgia,  and  most,  if  not  all  of  the 
slave  states. 

In  South  Carolina,  in  1800,  the  following  additional  restraints 
were  enacted : 

"That  assemblies  of  slaves  or  free  negroes,  mulattoes  and  mesti- 
zoes (by  which  are  meant  a  mixture  of -the  white  and  Indian  races), 
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whether  composed  of  all  or  any  of  such  description  of  persons,  or 
of  all  or  any  of  the  same,  and  a  propoi'tion  of  white  persons,  met 
together  for  the  purpose  of  mental  instruction,  in  a  confined  or 
secret  place,  &c.,  &c.,  is  or  are  declared  to  be  an  unlawful  meeting, 
and  magistrates  are  hereby  required  to  enter  into  such  places,  and 
if  resisted,  to  disperse  such  persons,  &c.,  and  the  oflacers  dispersing 
such  unlawful  assemblies,  may  inflict  such  corporal  punishw^ent,  not 
exceeding  twenty  lashes  upon  such  slaves,  free  negroes,  &c.,  as  they 
may  judge  necessary  for  deterring  them  from  the  like  unlawful  as- 
seinblies  in  future^  (Brevard's  Digest,  254.) 

Another  section  of  the  same  act  declares : 

"  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  number  of  free  negroes,  mu- 
lattoes  or  mestizoes  even  of  slaves,  in  company  with  white  persons, 
to  meet  together  for  the  purpose  of  mental  instruction,  either  before 
the  rising  of  the  sun  or  after  the  going  down  of  the  same." 

In  Virginia  we  find  the  following : 

"  That  all  meetings  or  assemblages  of  slaves  or  free  negroes  or 
mulattoes  mixing  and  associating  with  such  slaves  at  any  meeting 
houses  or  houses  or  any  other  place  in  the  night,  or  at  any  school 
or  schools  for  teaching  them  reading  or  loriting  either  in  the  day  or 
night,  under  whatsoever  pretext,  shall  be  deemed  and  considered  an 
unlawful  assembly,  &c.,  &c.,  and  each  ofiender  maybe  punished  with 
twenty  lashes."  (1  Rev.  Code,  424,  425.) 

IS^either  is  a  slave  permitted  to  own  property  or  possess  any- 
thing for  his  own  use. 

"  It  shall  not  be  lawful,"  say  the  laws  of  Carolina,  "  for  any  slave 
to  buy,  sell  or  trade,  without  a  license  from  his  owner,  nor  shall  he 
keep  any  boat  or  canoe,  or  raise  or  breed  any  horses,  cattle,  sheep 
or  hogs.  And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  .any  person  to  seize  and  take 
away  any  such  property  and  deliver  the  same  to  a  magistrate,  who 
shall  cause  it  to  be  sold  for  the  joint  benefit  of  the  state  and  the 
master." 

In  Mississippi,  the  master  incurs  a  fine  of  %^Ofor  permitting 
a  slave  to  cultivate  cotton  for  his  own  use,  o,nd  $50  if  he  permits 
the  slave  to  go  at  large  and  trade  as  a  freeman. 

"All  that  a  slave  possesses,"  says  a  decision  fonnd  in  Martin's 
Digest,  "  belongs  to  his  master."  He  possesses  nothing  of  his  own, 
except  his  peculium,  that  is  to  say,  the  sum  of  money  or  mova- 
ble estate  which  his  master  chooses  he  should  j^ossess. 

And  neither,  in  some  of  the  states,  can  he  be  freed  except'  by 
special  statute  for  the  purpose. 

In  Georgia,  through  which 'the  victorious  legions  of  Sherman 


have  lately  borne  our  standard  in  trinmpli,  and  witli  it,  the  great 
charter  of  liberty  to  all  who  gazed  upon  its  starry  folds,  there  is 
found  a  statute,  passed  in  the  year  1801,  the  barbarity  of  which,  I 
venture  to  say,  cannot  be  paralleled  outside  of  this,  free  republic: 

"  K  any  person  or  persons  shall,  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  set 
free  any  slave  or  slaves,  in  any  other  manner  and  form  than  the  one 
prescribed  herein  (i.  e.  by  special  legislative  act)  he  shall  forfeit  for 
every  such  offense  two  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of 
debt,  or  indictment,  the  one-half  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the 
county  in  which  the  offense  may  have  been  committed,  the  other 
half  to  the  use  of  the  informer;  and  the  said  slave  or  slaves  so 
manumitted  and  set  free,  shall  he  still,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as 
much  171  a  state  of  slavery  as  before  they  loere  onanuniitted  and  set 
free  by  the  party  or  parties  so  offending!'"' 

So,  likewise,  are  they  prohibited  from  assembling  for  religious 
worship.  And  for  attempting  anything  like  self  defense,  even 
when  suffering  the  most  torturing  cruelties,  they  are  subjected 
to  corporal  punishment,  imprisonment  and  death.  And  under 
the  penalty  of  a  few  dollars  fine,  says  the  same  Carolina  statute, 
the  master  may,  at  any  time,  "  willfully  cut  out  the  tongue,  put 
out  the  eye,  or  cruelly  scald,  burn  or  deprive  any  slave  of  any 
limb  or  member,  or  inflict  any  other  punishment." 

But  why  multiply  quotations,  or  detain  this  committee  with 
farther  references  to  the  legalized  atrocities  of  this  system.  We 
all  know  there  are  no  cruelties  it  does  not  permit,  no  barbarities 
it  does  not  sanction.  i 

Marriage,  under  its  laws  and  practices,  is  a  mockery.  The 
family  relation  is  not  recognized.  They  are  sold  and  transferred 
like  dumb  beasts,  and  even  may  be  whipped  to  death  and  the 
murderer  hailed  as  a  hero,  instead  of  being  hung  as  a  criminal. 

I  have  spoken  thus  far,  sir,  of  the  laws  of  slavery  as  they 
affect  the  slave. 

Let  us  now  briefly  inquire  how  the  institution  affects  the  char- 
acter of  the  masters  and  the  prosperity  of  the  country.  It 
would  be  difiicult  to  believe,  had  we  no  means  of  knowing  the 
true  state  of  the  case,  that  a  people  by  whom  such  laws  were 
enacted,  and  who,  generation  after  generation,  have  lived  under 
them,  could  fail  to  be  corrupted  and  debased  by  them. 

Said  Jbpfeeson  : 

"  The  whole  commerce  between  master  and  slave  is  a  perpetual 
exercise  of  the  most  boisterous  passions,  the  most  unremitting  des- 
potism on   the  one  part,  and  degrading  submissions  on  the  other 


The  parent  storms,  the  child  looks  on,  catches  the  lineaments  of  wrath, 
puts  on  the  same  airs  in  the  circle  of  smaller  slaves,  gives  a  loose 
rein  to  his  worst  of  passions,  and  thus  nursed,  educated  and  daily 
exercised  in  tyranny,  cannot  but  be  stamped  by  it  with  odious 
peculiarities.  The  man  must  be  a  prodigy  who  can  retain  his  man- 
ners and  morals  undepraved  by  such  circumstances." 

It  is  an  old  adage,  "  You  cannot  touch  pitch  without  being 
defiled." 

IsTo  people  can  practice  systematic  tyranny,  wrong  and  cruelty, 
without  impregnating  their  characters,  their  dispositions,  their 
thoughts,  their  judgments,  their  actions,  with  the  foul  poison 
such  practices  generate,  and  no  more  striking  illustration  can  be 
found  of  this  truth  than  is  exhibited  by  the  slaveholders  of  the 
south.  Cruel,  vindictive,  bloody-minded,  overbearing,  tyrannical, 
they  live  a  distinct  race,  hating  their  fellow  men,  and  meeting 
opposition^  of  opinion  by  violence  and  denunciation.  Having 
respect  to  nothing  but  force,  they  appeal  to  it  on  all  occasions, 
whethei-  in  differences  of  personal  judgment  or  in  debates  in  the 
national  councils. 

Tolerating  nothing  that  does  not  conform  to  their  imperious 
demands,  they  trample  upon  all  laws  human  and  divine  to 
accomplish  their  purposes ;  tyrants  by  education  and-  habit,  they 
have  deified  brute  force,  and  erected  to  it  an  altar,  which  is  drip- 
ping with  the  blood  of  human  sacrifice,  and  from  its  gloomy 
precincts  come  up  the  shrieks  of  human  agony. 

Eehold  that  long  train  of  ghastly  shadowy  forms  which  is 
slowly  and  painfully  emerging  from  its  foul  atmosphere  of 
death.  What  are  they  ?  Has  the  grave  given  up  its  victims ; 
or  has  imagination,  sickened  by  the  oft  repeated  tales  of  suffer- 
ing, conjured  up  this  dismal  spectacle  ?  No,  no !  language  is 
utterly  wanting  to  describe  —  imagination  fails  to  invent  —  "it 
has  never  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  "  before,  to  conceive  the 
horrors  through  which  those  brave  and  suffering  heroes  have 
passed. 

The  savage  tribes  of  our  wilderness,  are  said  to  torture  their 
victims  at  the  blazing  stake,  but  I  appeal  to  mankind  to  judge 
whether  that  is  not  mercy  itself  to  the  long,  slow,  vindictive, 
terrible,  fiendish  torture  by  which  our  brave  boys,  taken  prison- 
ers in  open  manly  warfare,  have  been  starved,  and  wasted  and 
crushed  into  yon  feeble,  palsied,  dying  sufferers  ? 

Ah,  slavery!    sum  of   all  villanies,  what  punishment   shall 
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measure  thy  stupendous  crimes  ?    WTiat  sacrifice  shall  deliver  us 
from  thy  blighting  curse  ? 

But,  sir,  there  are  other  counts  in  this  indictment  against 
slavery.  From  the  earliest  days  of  the  republic  it  has  been  a 
discordant  and  aggressiye  element.  Taking  possession  of  the 
fairest  portions  of  the  country,  it  has  interfered  with  its  pros- 
perity and  proved  disastrous  to  its  welfare.  An  enemy  to  free 
labor  and  inward  emigration,  it  has  retarded  the  growth  of  the 
^ates  where  it  exists  in  population  and  wealth.  In  proof  of  this 
fict  let  me  briefly  appeal  to  figures,  which  exhibit  the  sad  truth 
h.  a  striking  form. 

The  states  in  which  slavery  is  recognized  by  law  excel  the  free 
states  in  all  natural  advantages.  Their  territory  is  far  greater 
th^n  that  of  the  free  states,  covering  more  than  851,488  square 
mi,es,  while  the  free  states  include  only  612,597  square  miles,  a 
di^rence  of  238,891  in  favor  of  slave  territory.  In  salubrity 
of  flimate,  variety  of  products,  and  richness  of  soil,  they  are 
infii^tely  superior.  Their  coasts  are  indented  with  the  greatest 
nun^er  of  safe  and  commodious  harbors,  while  their  noble  rivers 
affoii  facilities  for  an  inland  commerce  unequaled  in  the  world. 
Had|;hey  been  peopled  by  a  free  and  industrious  population, 
they  Tould  have  been  richer  and  more  pov/erful  to-day  than  any 
natioil  on  the  globe,  but  with  the  curse  of  slavery  fastened  upon 
their  ipcks,  and  eating  out  their  substance,  they  have  made  but 
wretclsd  progress. 

In  ¥90,  the  population  of  the  present  slave  states  was 
1,961,3(3 ;  that  of  the  free  states  1,968,455,  showing  only  7,083 
in  fa  vol  of  the  free  states.  In  1850,  although  in  the  meantime 
there  hd  been  added  to  the  slave  states  Louisiana,  Florida  and 
Texas,  l^r  population  was  only  9,612,769,  while  that  of  the  free 
states  h^  reached  13,434,922  —  a  difi'erence  in  the  increase  in 
favor  of  the  free  states  of  3,822,153. 

In  1861,  the  slave  states  counted  a  population  of  12,240,296, 
of  whichlnearly  4,000,000  were  slaves ;  while  the  free  states 
•  containecil8,801,165,  showing  the  difierence  in  the  increase  in 
favor  of  4edom  of  2,738,716. 

Let  us  Ipr  a  moment  contrast  the  States  of  ISTew  York  and 
Virginia.  1  ISiew  Tork  has  an  area  of  47,000  square  miles, 
while  Yiiglnia  embraces  61,352  square  miles.  IsTew  Tork  has 
one  seapoft ;  Virginia  four.  New  York  has  one  river ;  Virginia 
a  number!    The  climate  of  the  two  states  exhibits  a  still  greater 
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contrast,  for  ISTew  York  is  cold  and  bleak,  wHle  Yirginia  snliles 
in  softest  snnsliine.  In  1Y90,  Virginia  contained  748,308  in- 
habitants, and  in  1850,  1,421,661.  Kew  York,  in  1790,  num- 
bered 340,120 ;  while  in  1850  it  lias  grown  to  a  population  of 
3,097,394,  Yirginia  had  not  doubled  in  this  60  years,  wMle 
ISTew  York  had  increased  more  than  nine  fold. 

The  same  comparison  might  be  made  with  other  states,  b'ut 
this  will  suffice. ' 

If  we  turn  to  the  property  of  the  different  sections,  we  find 
the  same  disproportion.  In  1850,  the  value  of  property  in  tie 
free  states,  as  returned  by  the  census,  was  $4,107,162,198,  whle 
in  the  slave  states  it  was  but  $2,936,090,737,  which  includbd 
property  in  human  beings  to  the  amount  of  $1,280,145,630. 
"Looking  at  details,"  to  use  the  words  of  another,  "we  find  the 
same  disproportions.  Arkansas  and  Michigan,  equal  in  terri- 
tory, were  admitted  into  the  Union  in  the  same  year ;  and  yet, 
in  1855,  the  whole  valuation  of  Arkansas,  including  its  assffted 
property  in  human  fiesh,  was  only  $64,240,726,  while  th.t  of 
Michigan  without  a  single  slave,  was  $116,593,589.  The  vhole 
accumulated  valuation  of  all  the  slave  states  in  1850,  dedicting 
the  asserted  property  in  human  flesh,  was  only  $1,655,94),137, 
while  the  valuation  of  Kew  York  alone  in  1855,  reachd  the 
nearly  equal  sum  of  $1,401,285,279.  The  valuation  of  Yrginia, 
Korth  and  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida  and  Te:as,  all 
together,  in  1850,  deducting  slave  property,  was  $573,32,860, 
or  simply  $1.81  per  acre  —  being  less  than  that  of  Mssachu- 
setts  alone,  which  was  $573,342,286,  or  $114.85  per  acre" 

The  same  disproportion  may  be  found  in  the  nuiioer  and 
value  of  farms ;  the  value  per  acre ;  the  value  of  farmiig  imple- 
ments ;  the  amount  and  worth  of  the  agricultural  pro'.uctions ; 
the  average  product  of  each  farmer  (which  in  the  free  s  double 
that  of  the  slave  states) ;  the  manufactures ;  the  capitl  and  its 
annual  products ;  the  amount  of  wages  paid ;  in  comn3rce,  both 
exports  and  imports  (the  foreign  commerce  of  ISTew  Y)rk,  being 
in  1855,  more  than  twice  as  large  as  that  of  all  the  slve  states), 
but  time  will  not  permit  me  to  enter  into  details.  O  railroads, 
the  free  states  had  in  operation  in  1854,  13,105  mils,  and  the 
slave  states  but  4,212;  of  canals,  there  were  in  the  free  states 
3,682  miles,  and  in  the  slave  states  1,116. 

Thus  look  at  the  institution  as  we  will,  survey  it  from  any 
stand  point,  and  we  find  it  trampHng  its  victims  in  the  dist,  brutal- 
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izing  its  votaries,  retarding  population,  impoverishing  its  lands, 
curLing  the  wealth  of  its  people,  discouraging  private  enterprise 
and  public  improvements,  and  huilding  upon  a  basis  of  ignorance, 
vice  and  cruelty,  an  aristocracy  of  fraud  and  force.  Yet,  sir,  such 
as  it  was,  we  apologized  for  it,  we  tolerated  it,  we  excused  it. 

Knowing  fidl  well  its  foul  conception,  its  extravagant  preten- 
sions, its  offensive  arrogance,  its  barbarity  and  cruelty  and 
wickedness,  so  long  as  it  kept  within  constitutional  bounds  we 
defended  and  protected  it.  'N&j !  when,  in  defiance  of  the  Con- 
stitution, it  forced  its  way  by  violence  and  fraud  into  the  territo- 
ries of  the  nation,  we  yet  permitted  it  to  exist  and  flourish  ;  but 
when,  at  length,  beside  itself  with  license,  it  endeavored  to  rend 
the  very  constitution  which  it  claimed  as  its  protection,  when  it 
laid  its  bloody  hands  upon  the  banner  whose  very  sacredness  had 
been  its  shield  and  defense,  then  at  last  it  had  reached  the  full 
measure  of  its  wrongs,  and  the  aroused  spuit  of  liberty  sum- 
moned the  nation  to  its  execution.  And  now  let  it  be  anathema 
raaranatha  —  accursed  forever  and  ever. 

Mr.  Chairman,  looking  at  the  facts  in  connection  with  slavery, 
which  I  have  thus  hastily  thrown  together,  and  which  are  known 
to  every  reading  and  reflecting  man  in  the  country,  1  rejoice,  as 
did  the  eminent  Virginian  whose  words  I  have  quoted,  that  no  one 
member  has  arisen  upon  this  floor  to  defend  it,  while  I  regret 
that  any  could  be  found  who  would  assume  the  position  of  its 
apologists.  * 

But  a  few  years  since  it  was  a  monarch  in  the  land ;  it  waved 
its  powerful  sceptre,  and  millions  prostrated  themselves  in  the 
dust ;  its  gaudy  chariot,  with  its  hideous  image,  crushed  thous- 
ands of  willing  victims  beneath  its  ponderous  wheels.  Men  vied 
with  each  other  to  chant  peans  in  its  praise.  And  now,  "  none 
so  poor  to  do  it  reverence." 

In  the  wise  councils  of  Heaven  it  was  decreed  that  it  should  call 
up,  in  its  delirium  of  drunken  pride,  the  spirit  of  war,  and  the 
power  it  has  evoked  is  proving  its  destruction  and  extermination. 

The  proposition  now  before  us,  sir,  is  to  abolish  this  crime  by 
constitutional  enactment.  That  any  one  can  be  found  in  these 
northern  states  —  upon  which  slavery  is  waging  a  relentless  and 
cruel  war  —  to,  oppose  this  proposition  is  matter  of  regret  and 
surprise,  but  that  any  number  of  persons,  and  especially  that 
any  great  political  party  could  be  induced  to  array  itself  against 
it,  is  amazing. 


^  as 

To  get  at  tlie  grounds  of  this  opposition  is  a  matter  of  no 
little  difficulty. 

A  few  weeks  ago,  upon  this  floor,  gentlemen  were  found 
declaiming  against  the  constitutional  power  to  amend  the  Con- 
stitution in  this  regard ;  while  now  the  chosen  champion  of  the 
Democratic  party  tells  us,  that  he  does  "  not  base  his  opposition 
to  the  bill  on  the  ground  that  the  power  does  not  exist  in  the 
people  to  make  the  amendment."  "  As  I  understand  the  Con- 
stitution," he  says,  "  the  right  and  power  to  amend  is  expressly 
and  clearly  defined  by  the  fifth  article  thereof,  and  this  right  is 
limited  only  by  the  limitation  or  exception  contained  in  the  arti- 
cle giving  the  right  to  amend." 

Sir,  does  any  one  seriously  doubt  this  power  1 

We  are  told  that  the  10th  article  of  the  Constitution,  which 
provides  that  "  the  pow^ers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States 
by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  states,  are 
reserved  to  the  states  respectively  or  to  the  peoj^le,"  prohibits 
the  exercise  of  any  such  power. 

This  provision,  it  wdll  be  remembered,  is  itself  an  amend- 
ment, made  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  constitu- 
tion'itself,  and  is  it  not  an  absurdity  to  contend  that  the  same 
power  which  made  this  amendment  cannot  change,  alter,  mod 
ify  or  amend  it,  or  cannot,  in  other  respects  not  expressly  forbid- 
den, amend  the  instrument,  in  the  same  constitutional  mode  ? 

There  are  only  two  exceptions  to  this  power  of  amendment, 
the  one  article  referring  to  the  importation  of  slaves,  which  could 
iLdt  be  changed  prior  to  1808,  and  the  other,  that  no  state  should 
be  deprived  of  its  equal  representation  in  the  senate. 

In  all  and  every  other  respect  the  right  is  clear  and  unlimited. 

Indeed,  in  the  convention  which  framed  the  Constitution  a 
proposition  to  limit  this  right  of  amendment  in  regard  to  slavery 
was  indignantly  voted  down. 

But,  sir,  let  it  be  remarked  that  this  denial  of  the  power  to 
touch  slavery,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  a  right  reserved  to  the 
states,  is  made  by  the  parties  who  have  long  and  loudly  contended 
that  slavery  was  guaranteed  and  protected  by  that  very  Consti- 
tution. That  by  virtue  of  such  recognition  it  could  force  its 
way -into  the  national  territories,  and  could  even  flaunt  itself  in 
any  state  of  the  Union  in  defiance  of  the  Constitution  and  laws 
of  such  state. 

Sir,  I  do  not  subscribe  to  this  doctrine.     I  remember  that  the 
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existence  of  slavery  upon  this  continent  was  a  matter  of  most 
profound  regret  to  our  fathers,  and  that  Thomas  Jefl'erson,  in  his 
original  draft  of  the  "  Declaration  of  Independence,"  made  its 
establishment  a  count  in  his  indictment  against  the  king  of  Grreat 
Britain,  in  the  following  burning  words : 

"  He  has  waged  cruel  war  against  human  nature  itself,  violathig 
the* most  sacred  rights  of  liberty  in  the  persons  of  a  distant  people 
who  never  offended  him,  capturing  and  carrying  thehi  into  slavery 
in  another  hemisphere,  or  to  incur  miserable  death  in  their  trans- 
portation thither.  This  piratical  warfare,  the  opprobrium  of  Infidel 
Powers,  is  the  warfare  of  the  Christian  King  of  Great  Britain. 
Determined  to  keep  open  a  market  where  men  should  be  bought  and 
sold,  he  has  pi'ostituted  his  negative  for  siippressing  every  legislative 
attempt  to  prohibit  or  restrain  this  execrable  commerce." 

I  do  not  forget  that  Madison  said,  "  it  was  wrong  to  admit  in 
the  Constitution  the  idea  that  there  cotdd  he  'property  in  man,^'' 
and  that  the  term  "  slave  "  no  where  disgraces  that  admirable 
document. 

An  admitted  evil  —  a  curse  fastened  upon  the  country  against 
the  will  of  the  people  ■ — •  a  disease,  to  be  gotten  rid  of  whenever 
it  could  be  accomplished  without  too  much  violence  to  society — 
a  system,  the  very  name  of  which  was  a  reproach  and  a 
shame — how  can  men  claim  it  was  intended  to  be  made  sacred 
and  inviolate  by  the  expressed  will  of  those  who  thus  considered  it  ? 

The  old  confederation,  sir,  was  an  agreement  of  states.  It 
was  found  weak  and  impracticable,  wherefore  the  People  of 
those  states,  "  iii  order  to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  establisK 
jiistice,  ensure  domestic  tranquility,  provide  for  the  common 
defense,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  hlessings  of 
liberty  to  themselves  and  their  posterity,''^  ordained  and  estab- 
lished the  present  Constitution.  They  permitted  the  states  to 
retain  certain  rights,  and  they  reserved  for  themselves  the  power 
to  alter  and  amend  their  Constitution,  except  in  two  instances, 
whenever  they  should  deem  it  necessary.  Were  this  not  so,  sir, 
instead  of  being  the  charter  of  a  free  people,  it  would  be  the 
veriest  despotism  the  world  ever  saw. 

"Where,  then,  are  we  to  look  for  the  real  grounds  of  opposition 
to  this  measure?  Admitting  the  evils  of  the  institution,  sub- 
scribing to  the  doctrine  of  the  constitutional  power  to  amend, 
what  is  the  gist  of  the  honorable  gentleman's  argument  ?  Why, 
sir,  granting  the  question  in  all  its  material  aspects,  he  enters 
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into  a  labored  defense  and  glowing  panegyric  of  tlie  Democratic 
party,  Sii*,  I  trust  I  may  be  pardoned  any  seeming  irreverence 
if  I  suggest  that  I  am  forcibly  reminded  by  this  line  of  argument 
of  the  preacher,  who,  taking  for  his  text  "the  world,  the  flesh 
and  the  devil,"  said,  "  I  will  pass  over  the  world,  touch  lightly 
on  the  flesh,  and  hasten  on  to  the  devil." 

I  And  in  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Otsego, 
the  following  paragraphs : 

"  The  Democratic  party  has  uniformly  striven  to  keep  slavery  out 
of  politics ;  to  treat  it  as  treated  by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution, 
permit  its  existence  in  the  states  until  the  people  of  the  states 
decreed  otherwise.  On  this  subject  of  slavery  such  has  always  been 
the  platform  of  the  pai-ty.  In  1848,  a  strong  effort  was  made  to  aho- 
litionize  the  party.  The  attempt  failed,  and  defeat,  as  was  expected, 
followed.  Again,  in  1860,  another  attempt  was  made  to  change  the 
platform.  Pro-slavery  men  insisted  upon  a  pro-slavery  plank.  The 
attempt  again  failed,  the  majority  preferring  defeat  again,  rather 
than  a  sacrifice  of  a  principle  so  long  and  so  faithfully  theretofore 
adhered  to.  The  pro-slavery  men  withdrew.  The  national  Demo- 
cratic party,  like  the  three  great  Protestant  churches,  became 
divided," 

Without  expressing  any  opinion,  sir,  of  the  taste  which  com- 
pares the  Democratic  party  to  the  Protestant  church,  I  take  issue 
with  the  gentleman  as  to  his  facts  and  inferences. 

In  1848,  the  Hunker  portion  of  the  party  which  is  here  called 
the  "  Democratic  party,"  held  their  convention  and  made  their 
nomination  before  the  convention  and  nomination  of  the  free  soil 
party.  It  is  true  that  certain  resolutions  upon  the  subject  of 
slavery  rejected  by  the  former  were  indorsed  by  the  latter,  which 
resolutions  read  as  follows  : 

"  Hesolved,  That  slavery  in  the  several  states  of  the  Union,  which 
recognize  its  existence,  depends  upon  state  laws  alone,  which  cannot 
be  repealed  or  modified  by  the  federal  government,  and  for  which 
laws  that  government  is  not  responsible.  We,  therefore,  propose  no 
interference  by  congress  with  slavery,  within  the  limits  of  any 
state. 

"  JResolved,  That  the  proviso  of  Jefierson  to  prohibit  the  existence 
of  slavery  after  1800,  in  all  the  territories  of  the  United  States, 
southern  and  northern,  the  votes  of  six  states  and  sixteen  delegates, 
in  congress  of  1784,  for  the  proviso,  to  three  states  and  seven  dele^ 
gates  against  it,  the  actual  exclusion  of  slavery  from  the  north- 
western territory  by  the  ordinance  of  1787,  unanimously  ado])ted, 
M  by  the  states  in  congress,  and  the  entire  history  of  that  period 
clearly  show  that  it  was  the  settled  policy  of  the  nation  not  to  extend 
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nationalize  or  encourage,  but  to  limit,  localize  and  discourage  slavery ; 
and  to  tliis  policy,  wMch  should  never  have  been  departed  from,  the 
government  ought  to  return. 

"  Resolved,  That  we  accept  the  issue  which  the  slave  power  has 
forced  upon  us,  and  to  their  demand  for  more  slave  states  and  more 
slave  territories,  our  calm  but  final  answer  is,  no  more  slave  states, 
and  no  slave  territories.  Let  the  soil  of  our  extensive  dominions 
be  ever  kept  free  for  the  hardy  pioneers  of  our  own  land,  and  the 
oppressed  and  banished  of  other  lands,  seeking  homes  of  comfort 
and  fields  of  enterprise  in  the  new  world." 

What  is  there  of  an  abolition  character,  about  this,  sir  ?  What 
does  it  propose  to  abolish?  It  is  not  a  proposed  change,  but 
a  mere  expression  of  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  Consti- 
tution, of  the  practice  and  policy  of  the  government  in  the  past, 
and  of  the  rights  and  duties  of  freemen.  It  is  an  echo  of  the 
sentiments  of  "Washington,  Jefferson,  Madison,  Monroe,  Jactson, 
Lafayette,  and  all  distinguished  and  noble  men  of  our  early  days. 

It  is  a  repetition  of  the  oft  affirmed  doctrine  of  the  Democratic 
party  of  old. 

But,  sir,  anti-Democratic  as  the  rejection  of  this  plank  in  the 
platform  was,  it  was  not  such  rejection  that  caused  the  nomination 
of  a  third  ticket.  This  action  was  owing  to  the  unjust  stifling 
of  the  wishes  of  the  people  in  that  convention — to  the  thimble- 
rigging and  political  wire-pulling,  by  which  a  majority  of  dele- 
gates, instructed  by  their  constituents  to  vote  for  one  particular 
candidate,  were  transformed  into  a  minority  incapable  of  carry- 
ing out  their  instructions. 

Sir,  it  was  a  piece  of  party  chicanery,  which  reaped  its  just 
reward.  In  1860,  it  is  true  that  the  convention  which  sat  in 
-Charleston  rejected  a  proposition  which  converted  the  entire 
nation  into  a  vast  slave  pen,  where  the  rights  of  no  one  but  a 
slaveholder  were  to  be  recognized.  But  the  platform  which 
was  afterwards  adopted  by  that  portion  of  the  convention,  which 
the  gentleman  is  pleased  to  term  the  Democratic  party,  adding 
to  and  expanding  that  adopted  by  the  party  in  1856,  when  that 
ample  and  dignified  embodiment  of  Democracy,  James  Buchanan, 
became  its  candidate,  was  certainly  pro-slavery  enough  to  satisfy 
the  wishes  of  all  who  desired  either  the  success  of  slavery  or  the 
party.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  agree  with  the  gentleman  that 
the  "party  preferred  defeat  again."  Yet  not  the  party,  but  cer- 
tain ^  leaders  of  it,  who,  for  many  years,  had  been  plotting  the 
downfall  and  ruin  of  the  party  not  only,  but  of  the  republic  itself. 
Aside  from  the  written  and  printed  evidences  of  the  intention 
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and  object  of  tlie  leading  managers  of  that  party,  wMch  are 
overwhelming,  who  can  hear  of  the  action  of  that  convention 
without  knowing  full  well  that  it  was  broken  up  in  pursuance  of 
a  preconceived  plan  ?  That  the  resolutions  proposed  were  never 
intended  to  be  adopted,  but  that  the  entire  process  was  to  pro- 
cure the  nomination  of  a  third  candidate,  to  divide  the  party, 
and  thus  elect  Mr.  Lincoln.  The  Democratic  party  was  in  the 
ascendancy  in  the  country.  It  had  been  so,  with  scarcely  an 
exception,  for  thirty  years,  and  the  government  had  been  admin- 
istered in  the  interests  of  the  slave  power  until  the  conspirators, 
supposing  the  public  mind  to  have  become  sufficiently  demoral- 
ized, sought  to  overthrow  the  government  itself,  and  build  upon 
its  ruins  an  aristocratic  slave  empire.  Buchanan  was  President, 
Floyd  and  Toucey  were  in  the  cabinet,  and  Davis,  Mason,  Wig- 
fall,  Keitt,  et  id  omne  gemts,  were  in  congress.  Wliat  more 
auspicious  period?  These  orthodox  Democrats,  sound  in  faith, 
doctrine  and  practice,  were  relied  upon  and  the  issue  proved 
not  in  vain,  to  assist  in  the  worthy  design. 

The  masses,  however,  could  not  be  entirely  depended  oh.  ]^ot- 
withstanding  their  devotion  to  the  time-honored  traditions  of 
their  party,  and  their  deeply  rooted  veneration  for  many  of  its 
giants  of  old,  they  were  yet  so  ingrained  with  the  love  of  liberty 
and  reverence  for  the  Constitution  and  flag  of  their  county  that 
an  open  proposition  to  destroy  the  government,  the  leaders 
feared,  would  be  trampled  under  foot  with  contumely  and  scorn. 
They  found  it  necessary,  therefore,  in  the  accomplishment  of  their 
design,  first  to  break  up  the  party  itself. 

Wlio  were  these  men  who  thus  plotted  and  planned  and  con- 
spired ?  Of  what  party  were  they  leaders  ?  Who  honored  and 
advanced  them  ?  To  whom  were  their  commands  the  end  of  the 
law  ? 

Sir,  we  all  know  they  were  the  chief  leaders  and  managers, 
the  very  high  priests  of  the  Democratic  party. 

For  years  and  years  they  had  occupied  that  position,  and  they 
were  recognized,  followed  and  obeyed  by  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
party  everywhere. 

How  wide  was  this  conspiracy  extended  ?  How  many  of  the 
northern  Democratic  champions  who  still  enjoy  a  large  share  of 
the  affection  of  the  party,  were  part  and  parcel  of  the  monstrous 
plan?  Time  alone  will  work  their  names  and  practices  into 
light,  but  enough  is  now  known  to  justify  us  in  saying  that  the 


> 

soutliern  leaders  were  amply  fortified  with  assurances  from  their 
northern  allies  that  they  would  assist  them,  even  with  force,  to 
accomplish  their  nefarious  purpose.  Proof  of  these  facts  exist, 
ample  and  comprehensive,  and  had  it  not  have  been  for  this 
expectation  of  northern  sympathy  and  assistance,  the  flag  would 
never  have  been  torn  from  Sumter's  walls,  and  the  present 
"generation  of  vipers"  would  have  passed  away,  without  an 
attempt  to  break  up  the  Union. 

Over  30  years  ago,  John  0.  Calhoun,  whose  democracy  I  sup- 
pose will  not  be  questioned,  began  the  foundations  of  a  great 
slave  party,  in  which  was  to  be  merged  the  then  Democratic 
party  of  the  country.  Properly  appreciating  the  vast  political 
power  which  such  a  party  could  wield,  and  realizing  the  advan- 
tages possessed  by  the  slave  states  in  being  represented  by  pro- 
perty instead  of  population,  he  boldly  proclaimed  the  doctrine 
that  slavery  was  right,  constitutional,  sacred ;  that  the  error  of 
<the  party  in  the  past  had  been  in  admitting  it  to  be  an  evil,  and 
that  thenceforth  it  was  to  be  cherished  and  proclaimed  as  morally, 
religiously,  socially  and  politically  just  and  right ;  indeed  the 
chief  principle  that  was  right  in  the  government,  its  very  corner 
stone  and  main  support.  And  since  that  time,  sir,  his  doctrines 
and  suggestions  have  been  faithfully-  followed. 

The  Whig  party  soon  disappeared  in  the  south,  and  the  grand 
Democratic  slave  party  of  the  country  took  possession  of  the 
government,  and  has  held  it  since,  with  scarcely  an  exception, 
up  to  the  time  of  the  rebellion. 

Under  the  auspices  of  that  party,  not  an  act  has  been  permit- 
ted to  pass  congress,  which  could  interfere  with  the  progress  and 
extension  of  slavery,  and  almost  every  act  desired  in  its  favor, 
has  been  carried  through  under  the  whip  and  spur  of  party  dis- 
cipline. For  the  purpose  of  advancing  the  interests  of  slavery, 
the  party  made  war  upon  Mexico,  and  wrested  from  her  a  vast 
area  of  free  territory,  which  was  cast  at  the  feet  of  the  remorse- 
less monster.  Por  that  purpose  the  Missouri  Compromise  was 
repealed,  and  Kansas  and  Nebraska  were  thrown  open  to  the 
ingress  of  the  benign  institution. 

For  that  purpose  the  armies  of  the  Union  were  ordered  into 
those  territories,  to  fasten  that  moral,  social  and  religious  bless- 
ing upon  the  necks  of  the  people  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 
For  that  purpose  thousands  of  armed  ruffians  were  hurried  into 
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Kansas,  who  seized  the  government  and  enacted  laws,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  sample : 

"If  any  free  person,  by  speaking  or  by  writing,  assert  or  maintain 
that  persons  have  not  the  right  to  hold  slaves  in  this  territory,  or 
shall  introduce  into  the  territory,  print,  publish,  write,  circulate  or 
cause  to  be  introduced  in  this  territory,  any  book,  paper,  magazine, 
pamphlet  or  circular,  containing  any  denial  of  the  right  of  persons 
to  hold  slaves  in  this  territory,  such  person  shall  be  deemed  guilty^ 
of  felony,  and  punished  by  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  Jess 
than  two  years." 

For  that  purpose,  when  it  was  found  impossible,  even  by  force, 
to  inoculate  the  people  of  Kansas  with  the  foul  disease,  every 
artifice  and  political  trick  were  resorted  to,  in  congress,  to  effect 
the  design. 

For  that  purpose  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  was  passed,  by  which 
it  was  sought  to  make  the  free  states  a  vast  hunting  ground  of 
escaped  bondmen,  and  to  degrade  the  people  of  those  states  into 
human  bloodhounds.  For  that  purpose,  slavery  has  been  f<:  •" 
years  the  watchword  and  reply  in  the  Democratic  party,  and  no 
person  was  permitted  to  gain  office  by  its  favor,  who  did  not  fall 
down  and  worship  the  modern  Dagon,  For  that  purpose,  the 
party  has  denied  the  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble 
to  discuss  the  question  of  slavery,  and  has  dispersed  such  assem- 
blies by  force  and  violence ;  for  that  purpose,  it  conspired  against 
the  government  and  initiated  a  terrible  war,  sacrificing  to  the 
same  demon  of  slavery  thousands  on  thousands  of  brave  and 
loyal  lives. 

Sir,  how  can  any  gentleman,  in  the  face  of  such  facts,  assert 
that  the  "  Democratic  party  has  uniformly  striven  to  keep  slavery 
out  of  politics  ?" 

True  it  has  never  been  "  abolitionized,"  but  it  has  grown  strong- 
er in  its  devotion  to  the  interests  of  slavery,  year  after  year,  until 
itp  blind  and  sinful  subserviency  culminated  in  disaster  and  crime. 

This  cry  of  "  abolition^''  sir,  has  lost  its  power,  and  can  no 
longer  deter  the  free  expression  of  opinion. 

Those  good  old  Democratic  times  when  mobs  assailed  peaceful 
gatherings  of  the  people,  and  men  were  terrified  into  blind  sub- 
mission to  the  slave  power,  have  passed  away  forever,  and  now 
we  do  not  hesitate  openly  to  say  we  are  in  favor  of  abolishing 
all  forms  of  injustice  and  wrong,  and  especially  that  embodiment 
of  all  wickedness  and  oppression,  American  sloA^ery. 
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Sir,  if  the  gentleman  and  his  friends  truly  desire  to  keep 
slavery  away  from  the  arena  of  party  debate,  why  do  they  refuse 
to  join  with  us,  and  bury  it  out  of  sight  forever?  This  will 
terminate  discussion  upon  the  subject,  and  permit  questions  of  a 
different  class  to  divide  our  political  parties. 

To  return  to  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Otsego,  I  find  there  the  following : 

"  Gentlemen  who  entertain  such  sentiments  will  not  stop  short  of 
making  subjects  or  slaves  of  white  men,  if  necessary  to  make  free- 
men of  the  blacks." 

Sir,  I  think  the  gentleman  must  have  forgotten  much  of  the 
history  of  his  party  when  he  ventures  to -charge,  as  a  crime,  the 
making  slaves  of  white  men. 

Wo  man  loas  ever  yet  sincerely  opposed  to  slavery ^  who  was 
not  opposed  to  it  in  theory  and  practice  as  regards  oil  men  of  all 
conditions^  colors  and  races.  And  no  man  was  ever  a  sincere 
advocate  of  sla/very  loho  did  not  helieve  in  enslaving  all  laborers 
whethsr  white  or  MacTt. 

I  charge  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  leaders  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  in  time,  to  establish  white  slavery  in  the  country  as 
well  as  black,  and  I  will  produce  the  proof. 

The  Muscogee  Herald^  a  paper  published  in  Alabama,  and  an 
enthusiastic  supporter  of  Buchanan  and  the  Democratic  party, 
but  a  few  years  since,  contained  the  following  : 

"  Free  society  !  We  sicken  of  the  name.  What  is  it,  but  a  con- 
glomeration of  greasy  mechanics,  filthy  operatives,  small-fisted 
farmers  and  moon-struck  theorists  ?  All  the  northern,  and  especially 
the  New  England  states,  are  devoid  of  society  fitted  for  a  well-bred 
gentleman.  The  prevailing  class  one  meets  with  is  that  of  mechanics 
struggling  to  be  genteel,  and  small  farmers  who  do  their  own 
drudgery,  and  yet  who  are  hardly  fit  for  association  with  a  southern 
gentleman's  body  servant.  This  is  your  free  society,  which  the 
northern  hordes  are  endeavoring  to  extend  into  the  territories." 

The  South-Side  Democrat^  a  paper  published  in  Yirginia, 
contains  the  following : 

' '  We  have  got  to  hating  everything  with  the  prefix  free ;  from 
free  negroes  down  and  up  through  the  whole  catalogue  —  free 
farms,  free  labor,  free  society,  free  will,  free  thinking,  free  children, 
and  free  schools  —  all  belong  to  the  same  brood  of  damnable  isms. 
But  the  worst  of  all  these  abominations  is  the  modern  system  of 
free  schools.     The  New  England  system  of  free  schools  has  been 
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the  cause  and  prolific  source  of  the  infidelities  and  treasons  that 
have  turned  her  cities  into  Sodoms  and  Gomorrahs,  and  her  land  into 
the  common  nestling  places  of  howling  bedlamites.  We  abomi- 
nate the  system,  because  the  schools  are  free." 

Sir,  do  you  not  shudder  at  the  thought  that  you  live  in  the 
midst  of  such  a  terrific  state  of  things  ? 

I  can  almost  appreciate  the  boast  of  Mr.  Wise,  when  I  read  such. 
extracts,  that  no  newspaper  was  ever  published  in  his  district. 

The  Richmond  Examiner,  the  very  mouth-piece  of  tte  Demo- 
cratic party,  used  the  following  language,  not  since  the  rebel- 
lion, but  while  earnestly  advocating  the  election  of  Mr. 
Buchanan : 

"  Until  recently  the  defense  of  slavery  has  labored  under  great 
difiiculties,  because  its  apologists  (and  they  were  mere  apologists), 
took  half-way  grounds.  They  confined  the  defense  of  slavery,  to 
negro  slavery,  thereby  giving  up  the  slavery  principle^  admitting 
other  forms  of  slavery  to  be  wrong.  The  line  of  defense,  however, 
is  now  changed.  The  south  now  maintains  that  slavery  is  right, 
natural  and  necessary,  and  does  not  depend  upon  difference  of 
COMPLEXION.     The  laios  of  the  slave  states  justify  holding  white 

MEN  IN  BONDAGE." 

A  leading  Democratic  paper  of  South  Carolina,  said : 
"  Slavery  is  the  normal  condition  of  the  laboring  man,  whether 
WHITE  OR  BLACK.  The  great  evil  of  northern  free  society  is  that  it  is 
burdened  with  a  servile  class  of  mechanics  and  laborers  unfit  for 
self-government,  yet  clothed  with  the  attributes  and  power  of  citi- 
zens. Master  and  slave  is  a  relation  as  necessary  as  that  of  parent 
and  child,  and  the  northern  states  will  yet  have  to  introduce  it. 
Their  theory  of  free  government  is  a  delusion." 

De  Boid's  Review,  the  political  text-book  of  the  south,  thus 
discourses  of  slaveholding : 

"  Our  first  proposition  is  that  land  monopoly,  or  (to  express  our 
idea  more  comprehensively  and  accurately),  that  the  power  exercised 
by  capital  over  labor  begets  and  sustains  civilization.  Our  second, 
that  property  in  human  labor  (which  is  property  in  man),  is  the 
only  property.     Our  third,  that  the  white  race  is  the  true  and 

BEST  SLAVE  RACE." 

"  To  say  that  the  white  race  is  not  the  true  and  best  slave  race  is 
to  contradict  all  history,  and,  in  effect,  to  assert  that  there  is  some 
su.perior  race ;  for  the  race  that  is  most  social,  tame,  domestic,  skill- 
ful, educatahle,  and  most  readily  submits  to  government  in  all  its 
usual  forms,  is  certainly  the  highest  race.     Nine-tenths  of  govern- 
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ment  is  slavery,  even  in  so-called  free  societies.  Married  women, 
children,  sailors,  soldiers,  wards,  apprentices,  &c.,  are  not  governed 
by  law,  but  by  the  will  of  superiors.     Their  persons  are  enslaved. 

"  Too  much  liberty  is  the  great  evil  of  our  age ;  and  the  vindica- 
tion of  slavery  the  best  corrective  of  the  spirit  of  lawless  licentious- 
ness that  threatens  to  subvert  society." 

Admirably  reasoned,  is  it  not  ?  And  here  let  nie  advert  to 
the  fact  that  slavery  in  the  south  is  not  confined  to  the  blacks, 
but  Indians  are  also  included ;  and  as  one  of  the  writers  I  have 
quoted  says,  "  the  laws  of  the  slave  states  justify  holding  white 
men  in  bondage."  For,  if  the  principle  of  slavery  is  correct, 
what  is  to  prevent  the  rich  from  enslaving  the  poor,  and  the 
strong  the  weak,  whenever  interest  dictates  ? 

These  claims  of  slavery  have  been  often  and  boldly  advocated 
in  both  houses  of  congress,  i^o  one  will  soon  forget  the 
harangues  of  Hammond  and  Wigfall  in  the  U.  S.  Senate,  in 
which  the  northern  laborers  are  stigmatized  as  the  "  mud-sills  "  of 
society,  and  the  position  taken  that  the  true  position  and  status 
of  the  laboring  population  is  that  of  slavery. 

In  the  north,  policy  dictates  the  concealment  of  this*  compre- 
hensive and  aggressive  element  in  slavery,  and  yet  more  than  once 
has  it  cropped  out  in  Democratic  newspapers  and  Democratic 
speeches.  Orators  imported  from  the  South  have  been  vigor- 
usly  cheered  in  ISTew  York  and  Philadelphia  while  uttering  such 
sentiments.  The  New  York  Day  Booh,  which  aspired  to  the 
leadership  of  the  Democratic  party,  said,  in  its  issue  of  June  21, 
1856  :  "  IN'egro  slavery  is  the  basis  of  American  democracy."  But 
I  can  understand,  sir,  that  some  among  the  many  phases  of 
Democrats  (which  about  these  days  are  as  numerous  and  varied 
as  the  difierent  tribes  of  Indians),  might  question  the  peculiar 
views  of  the  Day  Boole,  and  I  will  therefore  quote  from  a  sheet 
whose  orthodox}'-,  feom  old  age,  dullness  and  stubborn  opposition, 
to  progress,  will,  I  suppose,  be  admitted. 

In  commenting  upon  a  work  published  in  England  on  the 
condition  of  the  laboring  population,  the  l^QW  York  Journal  of 
Cormnerce  uses  the  following  language  : 

"  The  simple  truth  to  be  learned  from  such  books,  is  this :  that  a 
system  of  free  labor  has  not  yet  been  invented  in  Europe  which  pays 
the  laborer  a  support  for  himself,  wife,  children  and  aged  parents,  in 
sickness  and  insanity,  as  well  as  in  health,  from  the  cradle  to  the 
grave.  Such  a  system  is  what  we  want.  To  devise  such  a  system 
should  be  the  labor  of  the  philanthrojDist.     It  may,  and  probably 
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the  employer  to  pay,  the  other  to  cotnpel  the  employed  to  work,  and 
this  would  give  the  one  such  a  control  of,  the  other  as  to  tnake  it  looJc 
much  like  forced  instead  of  free  labor.'''' 

I  should  not  be  surprised,  sir !  It  occurs  to  me,  it  would  look 
exceedingly  like  ^''forGed,  instead  of  free  labor."  But  wliat 
does  this  Democratic  writer  say  ?  Does  he  repudiate  this  doc- 
trine ?  Does  he  endeavor  to  palliate  its  seeming  hardship  and 
wrong  ?     ]^ot  a  bit  of  it,  sir.     Hear  him  : 

"  But  it  must  come  to  something  like  that  probably  after 
ALL."  Here  is  the  whole  truth.  This  is  the  tendency  of  slave  doc- 
trine, and  to  this  end  have  certain  leaders  been  for  years  strivuig  to 
educate  and  drill  the  Democratic  party.  But  thank  God,  sir,  the 
masses  of  the  party  and  the  people  are  not  yet  corrupted. 

When  across  the  electric  wire,  the  lightning  flashed  the  startling 
news,  that  the  old  flag  had  been  fired  upon,  that  slavery  was  in 
arms  against  the  Union,  forgetting  all  party  difierences,  forgetting 
all  save  flag  and  country  and  home,  they  arose  an  avenging  multi- 
tude, and  are  now  bearing  our  banner  in  triumph,  crushing  rebellion 
and  slavery  in  their  path,  and  preparing  the  way  for  a  future  of 
freedom,  unity  and  strength.  Sir,  I  would  that  those  who  claim  to 
lead  and  control  the  Democratic  party,  had  taken  example  from  such 
patriotic  impulses,  and  had  permitted  the  party  to  take  its  stand  in 
favor  of  Liberty  and  Union. 

Some  of  them — all  honor  to  their  hearts  and  judgments — have 
thrown  their  exertions  and  influence  in  this  direction.  I  would  to 
Heaven  that  they  had  been  the  majority,  and  the  party  of  which 
they  are  ornaments,  remembering  the  fame  and  reputation  of  its 
past  glorious  deeds,  had  agreed  as  one  man  to  trample  this  institu- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  dust,  and  to  stand  forth  the  champion  of 
liberty  and  progress. 

But  to  return,  sir,  from  this  digression,  I  desire  to  call  atten- 
tion to  one  further  paragraph  in  the  speech  of  the  gentleman 
from  Otsego.     He  says  : 

"  The  seeds  of  hatred  of  the  Constitution,  long  since  scattered  and 
sown,  have  taken  deep  root,  and  have  sprung  up  into  gigantic  trees, 
overspreading  this  whole  land,  and  we  are  now  reaping  the  bitter 
fruits  thereof.  Already  there  is  a  hue  and  cry  going  abroad  that 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion  and  the  Roman  Catholic  churches  are 
not  congenial  with  our  republican  form  of  government  and  free 
institutions,  and  gentlemen  who  indulge  in  the  hope  and  make 
assurances  that  the  removal  of  slavery  will  remove  all  causes  of  agi- 
tation, excitement  and  fanaticism,  will  be  mistaken.    Slavery  out  of 
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the  way,  and  Romanism,  or  some  other  supposed  or  real  evil,  will  be 
in.    Fanaticism  will  continue  to  exist,  and  fanatics  are  never  satisfied." 

Sir,  what  is  the  meaning  of  language  like  thjs  ?  Men  use  the 
term  "fanaticism,"  as  if  it  applied  only  to  those  who  strove 
earnestly  to  effect  reform  in  favor  of  the  right  and  the  true.  But, 
sir,  there  is  a  fanaticism  of  evil ;  a  fanaticism  that  clings  with 
fatal  tenacity  to  vices  which  habit  has  almost  made  a  necessity. 

The  southern  rebels,  who  began  this  war  to  advance  the  inte- 
rests and  increase  the  power  of  slavery,  are  illustrating,  by  one 
of  the  most  marked  events  in  history,  the  solemn  truth  that  "  God 
maketh  the  wrath  of  man  to  praise  him,"  They  themselves  are 
abolishing  the  institution  of  slavery  under  the  demands  of  an 
inexorable  law,  while  here  fanaticism  clings  to  it  with  a  zeal  as 
remarkable  as  it  is  lamentable. 

Sir,  what  are  we  to  understand  by  this  reference  to  the  Catho 
lie  church  ?  Is  it  a  covert  threat  that  if  we  destroy  slavery, 
the  great  shibboleth  of  the  Democratic  party,  they  intend  to 
establish  here  a  national  church  ? 

Is  this  an  effort  to  excite  the  religious  prejudices  of  a  numer- 
ous and  powerful  sect  ?  Do  they  propose  to  revive  in  this 
country  the  Spanish  inquisition  and  to  hurl  their  anathemas  at  all 
who  do  not  fall  down  and  worship  ?  Sir,  I  warn  gentlemen  that 
this  will  prove  a  dangerous  experiment.  The  freedom  of  religi- 
ous belief  will  not  be  lightly  surrendered.  The  people  of  this 
country,  I  firmly  believe,  will  maintain  at  all  hazards  the  right  to 
"  worship  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  consciences." 
I  trust  this  attempt  to  array  the  Roman  Catholic  church  against 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  our  country,  will  fail. 

Pope  Gregory,  XYI,  in  the  year  183Y,  promulgated  a  solemn 
bull  in  reference  to  slavery,  in  the  following  remarkable  words  : 

"  Wherefore,  we,  desiring  to  divert  this  disgrace  from  the  whole 
confines  of  Christianity,  having  summoned  several  of  our  brothers 
their  eminences,  the  cardinals  of  the  holy  Roman  church,  to  our 
council,  and  having  maturely  deliberated  on  the  whole  matter,  pur- 
suing the  footsteps  of  our  predecessors,  admonish  by  our  apostolical 
authority,  and  urgently  invoke  in  the  Lord,  all  Christians  of  what- 
ever condition,  that  none  henceforth  dare  to  subject  to  slavery, 
unjustly  persecute  or  despoil  of  their  goods,  Indians,  negroes^  or 
other  classes  of  men,  or  be  accessories  to  others,  or  furnish  them  aid 
or  assistance  in  so  doing ;  and  on  no  account,  henceforth,  to  exercise 
that  inhuman  traffic  by  which  negroes  are  reduced  to  slavery,  as  if 
TiJEY  WEEE  NOT  MEN,  but  automata  or  chattels^  and  are  sold  in 
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defiance  of  all  the  laws  of  justice  and  humanity,  and  devoted  to 
severe  and  intolerable  labor.  We  further  reprobate,  by  our  aposto- 
lic authority,  all  t^e  above  described  offenses,  as  utterly  unworthy 
of  the  Christian  name ;  and  by  the  same  authority  we  rigidly  pro- 
hibit and  interdict  all  and  every  individual,  whether  ecclesiastical 
or  laical,  from  presuming  to  defend  that  commerce  in  negro  slaves, 
under  pretense  or  borrowed  color,  or  to  teach  or  publish  in  any 
manner,  publicly  or  privately,  things  contrary  to  the  admonitions 
which  we  have  given  in  these  letters." 

I  commend  these  sentiments  to  those  who,  in  their  fanatic 
defense  of  slavery,  would  endeavor  to  enlist  in  its  behalf  the 
prejudices  of  the  Roman  church.  Sir,  there  has  never  been  but 
one  party  in  this  country  which  arrayed  itself  against  the  Roman 
Catholic  church,  and  I  beg  to  inquire  of  the  gentleman  where 
the  leaders  of  that  party  are  now  to  be  found  ? 

Does  he  not  know  that  they  are  to-day  the  most  distinguished 
and  trusted  leaders  of  the  democratic  party,  filling  its  high 
places  and  recognized  as  its  purest  and  holiest  teachers  ? 

Let  the  gentleman  quiet  his  apprehensions  as  to  forays  upon 
any  established  form  of  faitli  or  worship,  and  remember  that  true 
liberty  is  as  obedient  to  law  as  it  is  earnest  in  extending  the 
blessings  it  enjoys  to  all  conditions  and  classes  of  mankind. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have,  I  fear,  extended  my  remarks  to  an 
undue  lengl;h,  and  shall  tax  the  patience  of  the  committee  but  a 
moment  longer. 

This  war  against  slavery,  like  the  great  contest  in  the  field 
where  the  nation  is  striking  down,  with  giant  strength,  her  flying 
foes,  will  be  prosecuted  without  a  "cessation  of  hostilities"  (as 
demanded  by  the  late  Democratic  convention),  without  a  conven- 
tion of  states,  VTithout  an  armistice,  truce,  or  shameful  peace.  It 
will  be  waged  until  there  shall  be  no  bondman  beneath  our  flag, 
no  human  being  within  our  borders  who  does  not  possess  the 
rights  and  blessings  of  liberty. 

The  conflict  between  right  and  wrong,  truth  and  falsehood,  free- 
dom and  oppression,  is  clearly  defined.    Who  can  doubt  the  issue  ? 

When  the  battle  shall  be  over,  and  the  victory  won,  when'the 
clouds  shall  roll  away  from  our  horizon,  there  shall  burst  upon 
our  vision  a  scene  which  will  gladden  the  patriot's  heart —  a  land 
smiling  in  the  sunshine  of  a  true  and  holy  peace,  a  people 
crowned  with  the  honor  of  a  noble  triumph,  a  country  teeming 
with  the  industry  of  happy  millions,  and  a  flag  radiant  with  the 
light  of  universal  liberty.  > 


